Could 'Japanglish' be a legitimate language?
体验英语教材
"We wish all the time to be able to provide you fresh bread and to propose you a joy of eating life with bread," says the sign in my local bakery. "Especially, we want to be a host at dinner of your kitchen1. We are waiting for you with various kinds of bread, cakes and sandwiches."　 

The general meaning is clear, but could it ever be considered correct English? Yes, according to an American academic in Japan, who says that "Japanese English" has as much claim to legitimacy as the English spoken in, for example, India, Jamaica and the Philippines. 　 
Marshall Childs, who has a doctorate in education, believes that Japanese students should ignore the "snobbery" of British and American English and speak the language in a way that suits them, even if that means breaking the accepted rules of grammar, pronunciation and sentence structure. 
But his championing of "Japlish", also known here as "Japanglish," has infuriated some of his colleagues and led to a lively spat in the columns of Japan's English language newspaper, the Daily Yomiuri 　
Mr Childs, who is academic dean of an international college in Japan, says the blend of two languages is acceptable because it makes English comprehensible to the Japanese ear. 　 
"Creative syntax is the hallmark of Japanese English. The result is a waker-upper for those who expect standard syntax, but the meaning is usually perfectly comprehensible, perhaps because it follows a natural flow of thoughts.　 

"If we (native English speakers) feel prejudice against Japanese English, that is our problem, not a Japanese problem."　 
A resident of Japan for 16 years, Mr Childs criticizes English language schools which "shame" their students into signing up for lessons in "correct" English. 　 
"I know one student who, after 15 years of English study, faithfully accepted the word of a new teacher that she had to relearn pronunciation from the ground up, this time learning it 'properly' in British English. 　 
"That experience set her back several years and several million yen. Most students do not need high-

        others威望；威信；影响力" 
prestige
 accents; they need to develop smooth habits of hearing and speaking. These habits are much more easily developed if the variety of English is congenial to the learner." 　 
Mr Childs adds: "The sheer exuberance of popular uses of Japanese English is admirable and should be encouraged, not condemned.”　 
"In school, students are rightly bored with the 'correct' English that does not touch their lives." Fluency in standard British or American English, he suggests, should be left to specialists in literature, the performing arts, interpreting and international negotiation. 　 

Nonsense, retorts fellow American academic Daniel Webster, who says Mr Childs is doing Japanese students of English a disservice by telling them something is right when it is simply wrong.　 

"People in Asia and the Caribbean who speak those other kinds of English to which Childs compares Japanese English can and do converse fluently in them, with each other and with foreigners", says Mr Webster, a visiting instructor in the English department of Waseda University in Tokyo. "They can also understand English-language movies without 

      those of a silent film or supply dialogue for deaf viewers字幕" 
subtitles
, and the educated among them can understand Henry James. Some of these latter can even write in an English that is of the highest literary quality.　 

"None of the above is true of those who use 'Japanglish'. In fact, I can assure Childs that the only place where this Japanese-English exists as a real medium for more than the most rudimentary kind of communication is in households where one, or some, of the members is a native-speaker of Japanese and the other, or the others, is not. 　 

"It will never extend beyond these homes. Outside of those individual houses and apartments, the Japanese-English Childs admires so much is just a lot of gobbledegook. And that's exactly what it will always be," Mr Webster declares.　 

Japan is currently looking for ways to improve the standard of English teaching in its schools. Although virtually all children learn English for several years, the Japanese lag behind other Asian countries in English proficiency --- a trend which politicians and business leaders say makes them less effective in commerce and 

        abroad; skill in this外交；外交手段" 
diplomacy
. A textbook called "English for the Over-40s" is a bestseller here, and growing numbers of executives are enrolling in English courses to improve their promotion prospects.　

Last year, a panel of experts advising then prime minister Keizo Obuchi called for a national debate on whether to make English Japan's "second official language". The idea, which would oblige the government, local councils and other official bodies to draw up documents in both languages, has been criticized by some as a further move towards western erosion of Japanese culture.　 

Whatever the new government of Junichiro Koizumi decides, one can only hope that no one removes the notice at the Tokyo City Air Terminal which advises passengers to be "cautious for pickpockets." Or the sign on a drinks vending machine which says the company responsible has selected "first class ingredients with confidence for offering consumer best products which get you a nice time day after day."　
Words & Expressions(按字母顺序)
blend

n.
mixture of different sorts混和，混合物，交融


cautious

a.
(about/of) showing or having caution; careful谨慎的；小心的


champion
v.
support; defend vigorously支持；维护

 
claim (to/on)
n.
right to sth; assertion(对…的)权利；声称，断言


column

n.
part of a newspaper regularly dealing with a particular subject or written by the same journalist（报纸的）专栏

 
commerce
n.
trade (esp between countries); buying and selling of goods商业，贸易

 
comprehensible
 
a.
that can be understood fully能理解的

 
condemn
v. 
say that one disapproves of sb/sth谴责；责备

◆ 
congenial
a.
agreeable or pleasant because suited to one’s nature or tastes合意的，喜欢的

◆ 
converse
v.
talk谈话，交谈

  
criticize 
v.
point out the faults of sb/sth批评，批判


currently
ad.
at the present time现在，当前

 
debate 

v.
discuss (sth)辩论，争论

▲
diplomacy
n.
management of relations between countries by each country’s representatives abroad; skill in this外交；外交手段

◆ 
disservice
n.
harmful or unhelpful action损害；危害；伤害

 
doctorate
n.
highest university degree博士学位

 
effective 
a.
having an effect; producing the intended result有效的，生效的，起作用的

▲
erosion

n.
process of eroding or being eroded侵蚀；腐蚀

◆ 
exuberance
n.
state or quality of being exuberant茂盛；活跃

 
fluency

n.
quality or condition of being fluent流利；通顺；

◆ 
gobbledegook
n.
difficult or pompous language use by specialists; jargon费解或浮夸的术语；行话

◆ 
hallmark
n.
distinctive feature, esp of excellence特点，特征

◆
infuriate

v.
make extremely angry激怒


ingredient
n.
any of the foods that are combined to make a particular dish（烹调用的）材料，原料，成分

 
instructor
n.
person who instructs; trainer教师，教练

▲
interpret

v.
give a simultaneous spoken translation from one language to another口译，翻译

 
lag


v.
go too slow; fail to keep pace with others落后

◆ 
legitimacy
n.
合法(性)，正确(性)，合理(性)

▲
legitimate
a.
in accordance with the law or rules; lawful依法的；合法的

 
negotiation
n.
discussion aiming at reaching an agreement; negotiating商议；谈判

 
oblige

v.
(usu passive) compel or require (sb) by law or agreement to do sth（按法律或协议）迫使或要求某人干某事


panel

n.
group of people chosen to take part in a quiz, discussion, etc with an audience (esp. of listeners to a radio or TV programme) （广播、电视上进行）专题讨论的一组人


pickpocket
n.
person who steals money, etc from other people’s pockets, esp in crowded places扒手

▲ 
prestige

n.
respect based on good reputation, past achievements, etc；power to impress others威望；威信；影响力

▲ 
proficiency
n.
being proficient (in sth)熟练；精通


propose

v.
offer or put forward (sth) for consideration; suggest提议，建议

 
prospect

n.
(pl) chance of success; outlook成功的机会；前景；前程

  
responsible
a.
capable of being relied on; trustworthy有责任感的，负责可靠的；可信赖的

▲
retort
 
v.
make a quick, witty or angry reply, esp. to an accusation or challenge反驳，反击

◆
rudimentary
 
a.
elementary; (not more than) basic初步的；（充其量）基本的

 
sheer
 
a.
complete; thorough; utter完全的；彻底的；十足的

◆
snobbery
n.
behavour, language, etc characteristic of a snob势利行为，势利话等

◆
spat
 

n.
small or unimportant quarrel小争吵 

◆
subtitle
 
n.
words printed on a film that translate the dialogue of a foreign film, give those of a silent film or supply dialogue for deaf viewers字幕

◆
syntax
 
n.
句法；语句结构

◆
vend
 
v.
offer (especially small articles) for sale出售

◆
yen
 

n.
日元（日本的币制单位）

